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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
March 12, 1940 

The City Council of the City of TorranceC'onvened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall. Torranoe, California, on 
Tuesday evening, March 12, 1940 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Hallanger, substituting for Clerk Bartlett. oalled the roll. 
those answering present being Council:men: Hitchoook. MoGuire, Murray, 
Powell and Tolson. Absent: Counoilmen: None. 

Counoilman Hitohoook moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held February 27, 1940 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held March 
5, 1940 be approved as written. Counoilman Murray seoonded the motion, 
which was oarried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization. 
requesting an investigation of the shoulders and paving on Hawthorne 
Boulevard south of 101 Highway and the paving. on Park Street from 
238th to 24Qth Streets. It was also requested that a program for 
repai ring all iial t eria streets be inol uded when the new budge t is set. 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved that the communication be filed for 
future referenoe. Counoilman Powell. seconded the motion, which was 
oarried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from the Torrance High Sohool, request
ing free use of the Civic A.uditorium June 6. 1940 for the Junior
Senior Prom.. 

Councilman MoGuire moved that the request be granted. Counoil
man Powell seoonded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A oOl11.'Uunication was read from Donald R .. Sargent. reque.sting the 
City to temporarily waive payment of the customary business license 
until such time as the business he contanplates operating, to be 
known as the Torranoe Confidential Telephone and. Mailing Bureau. 
renders sufficient returns to enable him to pay said license. 

Referred to the City A.ttorney to determine whether or not this 
request oan legally be granted. 

A communication was read from Inez Hunt and Clifford E. King, 
stating that Ch1ef Stroh and two deputy sheriffs . had ent.ered his 
newly established oafe a ~ew weeks ago and questioned him as to 
whether or not the oafe is operated in oonnection with some gambling 
activity. He said the adverse publicity had been detrimental to his 
business. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved the matter be referred to the Polioe 
Commissioner for investigation. Counoilman ~rurray seoonded the 
motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the County of Los Angeles Public 
Library, reoommending that Mr. James Lewis be required to make 
repairs to the Walteria Library building at onoe. Co.py of a com
~fnication directed to Mr. James Lewis was read, in which Mr. Lewis 
was requested to give the matter prompt attent10n. 
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Mr. Young reported that Mr. J. C~ Smith had complied with his 
request to erect a barrier around the building at 10,19 Cabrillo to 
eliminate the hazard and that the owner has given assurance the 
building will be rehabilitated to comply with building restrictions. 

Engineer Young gave reports on culverts as requested at a pre~ 
vious meeting. He reported that the cluverts at the intersection of 
Carson street and Cabrillo Avenue need cleaning out· to insure proper 
functioning and recommenied that they be cleared of debris and from 
lumber, the lumber having been left there at time of construction of 
cluverts. Mr. Young reoommended that a double 11-3!4 ft x 17-1!4 ft pipe. 
arch culvert at an estimated cost of.$1,220.00 be cons tructed to re
place culvert across Cabrillo Avenue and Border Avenue at 213th street. 

Engineer Young read a communication from the County Sanitation 
District of Los Angeles County, advising that no storm water can be 
permitted to enter the sanitary sewer system. Engineer Young stated 
that the Street Department is engaged at the present time in rais
ing the grade of 231st Street in order that the water will drain 
toward the east. He said it is contemplated to cut a small ditch 
across Narbonne Avenue and allow the water to drain further east to 
seele its low level. He added that this procedure will probably 
eliminate the necessity of digging a dry well to drain 231st street. 

Engineer Young presented a communioation from the California 
State Relief Administration, advising that Project No. IG12, laborers 
and clerks, will be discontinued, effective March 31, 1940, due to 
financial and other limitations imposed by Senate Bill #81. 

Engineer-Young read a communication from the League of California 
Ci ties, announcing a meeting of the Weste,rn Public Works Congress and 
Midyear Meeting of City Engineers and Street Superintendents' Depart
ment. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer and street 
Superinte.ndent be authorized to attend the meeting, expenses paid. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AnS: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Attorney McCall announced the date for hearings by the Board of 
Public Utili ties and Transportation of applications of Landier Transit 
Company, Asbury Rapid Transit System, Inc. and City of Torrance. Hearing 
date, March 15, 1940 at the.City Hall, Los Angeles. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$300.00 be made for sidewalk and curb repair on Manuel Avenue, Engracia 
Avenue and Eldorado street. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Hi tc:b.cock, McGuir'e, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Oouncilman MoGui~e moved that the City Engineer be instructed to 
draw up plans for a library building at Walteria and prepare bids to 
be called for when funds are available for construction of the build
ing, plans to be submitted to the County Librarian for approval. 
Councilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, wnich was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AnS: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire. 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCI~urn: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL~ 
MEN: None. 

Mr. Hallanger reported receipt o~ franchise payment from the 
Southern California Edison Company for the per,iod January 1, 1939 
to December 31~ 1940 in the amount of $1181.13. 
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:Mr. Hallange.r announced that a report had been received 1'rom 
the of1'ice of the Registrar 01' Voters, stating that the total re
gistration for the City 01' Torrance is 4876. 

Councilman Hitchcock said the Street Department will have a 
report to make on the request 01' Walteria Civic Association for 
repairs to Neece Avenue from Newton Street to Highyvay 101 at the 
next meeting. 

Councilman Hitchcock reported an in'X"estigation had been made 
of the request of Mr. Brock to grade Hawthorne Avellue ill front of 
his property and d.eposit. the dirt on the opposite side of the street. 
He said it is not advisable to comply with this request. . 

A report on the request of Mr. Kleinfelter to operate a popcorn 
stand on Catalina Avenua, near th~ entrance to Palos Verdes Estates, 
to be made at the next meeting. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to e.xceed $100.00 
be made for 1 Marbeli te street light pole to be ;installed on Torrance 
Boulevard. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll Gloall : vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: GOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson present.ad a recomm~ndation of Chief Stroh 1'01' 
boulevard stop signs on Acacia Street and.. Beech street, and on 
Engra~ia Avenue entering Cravens from the East. He also requested 
some action on a request presented January 23, 1940 for boulevard 
stops at l74th and l82nd streets on Prairie Avenue. Chief Stroh 
recommended further that parking stalls be repainted in the business 
sectio·n. 

CounCilman Hitchcock moved that all the recommendations of Chief 
Stroh be complied with. Co unci lman McGuire second.ed the mo 'tion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

ORAL GOMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Caruthers ~uggested that Mr. Q.uandt be required to. stop the 
overflow 01' his water tank in Walteria be1'ore the streets are repaired. 
He said the water washes out the streets as soon as they are repaired.. 
He add.ed that the d.evice on the tank which signals when the water is 
nearing the top is sat;1.s.factory during the daytime, but a1'ter everyone 
leaves the oftice in the evening, no one watches the signals. 

Gouncilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be requested to 
ask Mr. Q.uandt to meet with the City Council at 4:30 Thursday. 

Gounc1lman Powell moved that the City Clerk be instruc.ted. to 
notHy Mr. Q.uandt to remedy the matter immediately, and that unless 
same is done, Mr. Q.uandt will be held responsible by the City for any 
and all damage resulting from over1'low 01' the. water supply tank. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded tlle motion, which was carried, unanimously. 

A request was presented by the DeLuxe Box Lunch and Catering Com
pany for a license to sell box lunches at the industrial plants in the 
City 01' Torrance. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. Council
man McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitehcock moved all bi~ls properly audited be paid. 
Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was car~ied by the 
following roll call vote: A.YES: COUNCILlV"LEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. A,BSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 
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At 8:27 P .• M.,. upon motion of Councilman McGuire, seconded by 
Councilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned. 

Torrance 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
March 26, 1940 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday evening, March 26, 1940 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett ealled the roll, those answering present b.eing 
Councilmen: Hitchcock, McGuire, Powell and Tolson. Abse.nt: Council
man: Murray. 

Councilman Powell moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held March 12, 1940 be approved as written. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COW~NICATIONS 

A communication was read from Councilman John V. Murray, re
questing a thirty day leave- of a.bsence due to poor health, said 
leave to begin March 26, 1940. A statement from A. F. stevenson, 
physician, wacs attaohed. . 

Counei lman Powell moved that the request be granted. Council
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication wa.S read. from James Lewis, owner of the 
Walteria Library building, stating his intention to patnt and re
pair the building. 

A communic;ation was read from Mrs. Dorothy S. George, 704 Mad:rid 
Avenue. requesting removal of a pine tree from the premises at 704 
Madrid Avenue. 

Councilman McGuire moved the matter be referred to the Street 
Department. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A communication WaS read from the Walt,eria Civic Organization, 
stating that tin can and garbage collections are not made regularly 
in Walteria • . Referred to the Street Department fOr investigation. 

A ,communication was read from W. W. Q.ui :ijn, 1400 Border Avenue, 
requesting that the Ordinance O-ommittee ' assemol~ for the purpose of 
discussing Ordinance No. 297 pertaining to the lieens1ngof the used 
car business. Referred to the Ordinance Committee. 
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